Nature by Emerson








Name:                                                    
Emerson says, “But is a man would be alone, let him look at the stars.”  He goes on to tell us that looking at the stars is the best way to feel awed, inspired, and the best way to be a part of God.

We are going to try that!  You need to go out and look at the following stars and then show them to someone.  You may have a more difficult time seeing some of them if you live in an area that has a lot of light around it (light from parking lots blocks out stars).

Let’s start with something easy: Orion
Here is what Orion looks like:
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How to find it:  

Face the south (you can find south by facing towards where the sun set and then turning left) and look slightly up.  What you will notice most is the “belt of Orion.”  It is the three bright stars lined up.  Below the belt are Orion’s feet – two bright stars spaced a little more apart from each other than the belt is wide.  Above the belt are Orion’s hands.  The one on your left is a bright reddish star.  That is the red super giant Betelgeuse.  It represents him holding a lion skin.  The hand to your right is holding a bow.  You should be able to see the curve of the bow if you look hard enough).  Just below the belt are three fainter stars forming an up/down line.  The star in the middle is really not a star, but a nebula (a gaseous cloud in space that will probably form into a star).

Can you see a small haze around the nebula?   Yes _______    No _______

You need to show this constellation to an adult and then get him/her to sign below:

________________________________
_______________________________________

He/She showed me the constellation

   We looked, but could not find the constellation
One of the interesting things about Orion is that almost all cultures that charted pictures in the sky saw this grouping of stars as a hunter or warrior (Orion was a famous hunter in Greek mythology).
Look to the left and a little down from Orion’s feet.  You will see two stars, one of them really bright.  That bright star is Sirius, the dog star.  It is the brightest star in our sky.  The two stars you see represent part of a constellation called Canis Major and is supposed to look like Orion’s hunting dog.  If you look up from Canis Major, you will see another pair of stars that look pretty much just like Canis Major, but just a little dimmer.  That is the other dog.

Can you see Canis Major? Yes ___________       No __________________

Now, look directly up from Orion.  You will see a reddish star.  It is not really a star, but Mars.

Did you see Mars?  Yes _________   No ____________

Mars is not the only planet you can see tonight.  Look east (where the sun rises).  You will see a bright star that has a yellowish tint to it.  The moon should be close by.  This is a little harder to find since the moon washes out most of Saturn’s brightness; however, since the moon washes out most of the stars around it, Saturn will be one of the few in the area.

Did you see Saturn?  Yes __________    No _______________

Now turn north (face the sunset direction again and this time turn right).  You will probably make out the big dipper.  It is standing on its handle (another three stars in a row). 
[image: image3.png].




Look at the handle and find the middle star (the arrow is pointing to it in the picture).
There are really two stars where it looks like one.  Ancient armies used to use it as a 

seeing test.  If you could tell that there were two stars there, your eyesight was good 

enough to on look out or in archery.  You might have to stare hard.  If you can’t see it, 

use something to magnify it a bit.  Binoculars, even kiddie ones, will show that there 

are two stars where it appears to be only one.

Could you make out two stars?  Yes _____________    No ________________

Get a parent or guardian to initial each one that you attempted to show them.

Do you agree with Emerson that looking at the stars was a peaceful great thing to do?

Extra Credit – If you get up early enough (about 45 minutes before sunrise)  and look southeast (about where the sun rises), you will see three planets.  very low in the horizon you will see Venus shining very brightly.  It should look super bright (behind the sun and the moon, it is the brightest thing in the sky).  Just below it is Mercury.  Mercury is hard to find because it stays so low to the horizon.  Look further to the right and you will see another bright planet, Jupiter.  Get a parent or guardian to initial what you saw:
Venus ________        Mercury _________      Jupiter ______________

